Disguise
that the empty sleeveholes fall like wings and die whole
thing covers one up like a cape. In one of the blind river
alleys which are conveniently numerous I slipped these
garments on, and reappeared on the deserted " bund " as
like a Baghdadi as anyone could wish. I had taken the
trouble to beautify my eyes with a thick black line of kohl,
so that I could throw back the veil when men were not
about, and, holding the cloak to my mouth, could look
around me. As we reached the lights and traffic of the
Maude bridge, I pulled the veil modestly down and stood
while Nuri went for a cab, and looked around at the
twilight world in which I had enveloped myself with
a strange sensation of having become suddenly disembodied.
English friends, going to and fro to their dinners in
cars, looked straight through me. With hesitating
steps, for I could not well see what I was treading on, I
crossed over to the cab, while a policeman waved his
arm, impatient with the uncertain progress of Arab ladies,
whose difficulties I was now sympathizing with to the full.
We jostled through narrow streets and dark bazaars;
came to a small door in a blank wall; knocked and were
drawn in like conspirators to where the two sisters, ready
veiled, stood waiting; and presently, with advice and good
wishes, and a small maid carrying a lantern before us, we
sallied forth to the tram,
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